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resident gentlemen of property have lost the influence they
formerly had over the lower order of peasantry, and I can say
from my own observation, that men who are dependent on me,
and frequently had resorted to me for kindnesses, are now visibly
terrified at being seen alone with me, lest they may incur sus-
picion and its consequences. It has been represented to me,
that large bodies of horse have been seen parading at night in
sequestered parts, well mounted and armed, the main body pre-
ceded by an advanced, and followed by a rear guard. ... I am
satisfied the whole country is united in one league, and devoted
to the mandates of committees, which I understand sit at Cork
and the different baronies of the county. . . . All this seems to
me, to lead clearly to rebellion and a general rising on the first
opportunity that offers.31

This picture appeared to Oamden in no way exaggerated.
One of his confidential letters to Portland, written in November,
paints in vivid colours the horrors of the scene. c It is^melan-
eholy,' he wrote, 4 to observe how much accustomed the mind
becomes to histories of outrage and of cruelty, and it is for that
reason only that I can account for my despatches to your Grace
not being filled with the dreadful information I every day receive
of the murders of magistrates, the assassination of informers and
yeomen, and the conspiracies against persons of rank, conse-
quence, and station. ... I have further been informed of a
conspiracy to assassinate Lord Shannon and Lord Boyle; and it
is a melancholy observation to make to your Grace, that where
these noblemen reside, and in a neighbourhood extremely well
inhabited by gentlemen, there are and have been more signs of
disturbance than in almost any part of the kingdom. The pre-
tence of the county of Cork is the exorbitancy of tithes, and the
cattle are houghed and the corn burnt of all those who shall pay
them, or who shall draw the corn to the barns of the rector.
This pretence is, however, quickly followed by notices to pay no
rent. Those persons who have entered into the yeomanry corps
are deserted as tradesmen, and there is a combination, which is
most alarming, against all those who attempt to support the King
and the Constitution. Information was given of some persons
in the county of Waterford who were concerned in these trans-
1 Lord Shannon (Castle Martyr), Nov. 9, 1797.